
 

 

  

 

 

Maths 

Number:  
-To recite numbers in order to 20.  

-To match numerals and quantities correctly.  

-To recognise numerals 1 to 20.  

-To begin to write the digits, forming them correctly. 

-To identify one more and ones less than a number.  

-To begin to add and subtract amounts in practical 

activities.  

  

Shape, Space and Measure:  

-To begin to name common 2D and 3D shapes.  

-To order 2 or 3 items by weight, height, length or 

capacity.  

-To use familiar objects and common shapes to 

create and recreate patterns and build models.  

-To order and sequence familiar events. 

 

Home Support ideas:  

Practise the number formation rhymes from last half 

term. Play number games when you are out about 

(eg I can see a number 1 more than 6). Talk about 

significant events in your child’s life and when they 

happened (eg ‘yesterday’, ‘next week’, ‘last 

year’). Identify common shapes around your 

house, there will be plenty in the kitchen! 

Communication and Listening 

Listening and Attention:  

-To listen to others, one to one or in small groups.  

-To listens to stories with increasing attention and 

recall.  

-To maintain concentration, sitting quietly during an 

appropriate activity.  

-To follow directions.  
 

Understanding:  

-To answer how and why questions.  

-To respond to more complex sets of instructions.  

-To listen and respond to ideas expressed by others 

in conversation or discussion. 
 

Speaking  

-To think about how we use our voice (intonation, 

rhythm and phrasing to make the meaning clear to 

others).  

-To extend vocabulary and explore the meanings 

of new words.  

-To use talk to organise, sequence and clarify 

thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 

-To link statements and stick to a main theme or 

intention. 
 

Home Support ideas:  

Please continue to ask your children about what 

they are learning, which characters are in the 

stories they read, who they are playing with etc. 

Encourage your child to stop and listen, 

commenting on what they’ve heard or 

experienced. Discuss new words they find in their 

books and what they might mean. 

Reception – Spring 1 

Reception to the rescue! 

Key skills we will be covering this half term 

alongside ongoing learning: 

 

Key Texts : 

Traditional tales, including: 

Rapunzel 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

The Gingerbread Man 

 

 

Literacy 

Reading: 

-To begin to read books which relate to their level of 

phonic knowledge. 

-To listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 

-To listen to and join in with stories and poems, one-to-

one and also in small groups.  

-To read common decodable words with taught 

phonemes (eg ‘jug’, ‘box’, ‘will’) 

-To begin to look at features of fiction and non-fiction 

texts. 

 

Writing: 

-To have a go!   

-To form more recognisable letters and numbers. 

-To begin to write simple sentences in meaningful 

contexts. 

-To use identifiable letters to communicate meaning, 

representing some sounds correctly and in sequence. 

-To write own name in cursive script without visual 

prompts. 

Phonics: 

-To begin to learn more phase 3 phonemes including 

digraphs and trigraphs, and use these to read words. 

-To begin to read more common tricky words. 

 

Home support ideas: 

Continue to support your child’s reading using the Big 

Cat books (more information can be found on our 

website). Look at a range of texts with your child to 

encourage reading everywhere, eg in newspapers, 

websites and on restaurant menus. 

 

 

 



 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

 -To play in a group, extending and elaborating 

  play ideas.  

 -To initiate play, offering cues to peers to join 

  them.  

 -To demonstrates friendly behaviour.  

 -To understand that their own actions affect 

 other people.  

 -To take steps to resolve conflicts with others.  

 -To begins to accept the needs of others and 

 take turns and share resources.  

 -To begin to negotiate and solve problems. 

 -To follow the behavioural expectations in school.  

 

Home Support ideas: 

Talk with your child about the things they are 

good at, and what to improve on. Encourage 

your child to “use their words” when they are 

upset or angry, rather than shouting or pushing. 

 

Physical Development 

 
-To draw lines and circles using gross motor movements.  

-To use scissors with increasing control.  

-To begin to hold a pencil using a tripod grip.  

-To form some recognisable letters, e.g. their name.  

-To use a wider range of tools, understanding that tools have 

to be used safely.  

-To manage their own personal hygiene and know when to 

ask for help.  

-To control an object by pushing, patting, throwing, catching 

or kicking.   

 

Home Support ideas:  

Practise cutting and scissor grip, try cutting pictures from an 

old catalogue! Continue to practise holding and using a 

pencil or pen, don’t forget to nip, flip, grip.  Play ball games 

involving catching and throwing. 

Expressive Art and Design 

 
-To sing familiar songs and adapt them with their own ideas.  

-To learn new songs. 

-To engage in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand 

experiences.   

-To explore the different sounds of instruments. 

-To play cooperatively and act out a narrative. 

-To select from a wider range of resources and tools to create. 

 

Home Support ideas:  

Listen to a range of different music at home, encouraging your 

child to express a preference. Adapt different nursery rhymes, 

adding instruments or changing characters for example. 

Encourage your child to use their cutting skills to make new 

objects. 

Understanding of the World 

 
-To show an interest in the lives of people who are 

familiar to them.  

-To remember and talk about significant events.  

-To recognise and describe special times or events.  

-To ask questions about aspects of the world 

around them, both familiar and unfamiliar.  

-To complete a simple program, using a computer 

or an iPad. 

 

Home Support ideas:  

Look at non-fiction books together, particularly if 

your child has an interest in something they have 

been learning about. Talk about family events (past 

and upcoming). Look at technology around your 

home and how we use it to help us. Look at some 

of these websites to practise using a simple 

computer program http://www.letters-and-

sounds.com/phase-2-games.html or 

http://www.ictgames.com/resources.html  
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