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Dear Parent/Carers, 

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to our new children, families and of course staff and I hope you will be very 
happy at our schools. The home school partnership is one which we very much value and good two way communication is 
key in ensuring your child flourishes and achieves their full potential.  

The start of the autumn term is all about settling the children in, establishing routines and high expectations for our      
conduct and learning. Every second really does count for your child’s learning and your child may come home feeling a 
little more tired or grumpy (sorry) than usual as they adjust to the increased expectations of their new school and/or year 
group. If you have any worries, please do not hesitate in speaking to your child’s teacher or another member of staff who 
will be very happy to help. 

Please don’t forget to visit our school websites regularly to find out about the exciting things that are happening in our 
schools and make sure you don’t miss out on any important information. 

We will soon be celebrating Harvest Festival, where we will be collecting any items you may be able to spare to donate to 
our local foodbank. More details on this will follow. 

Finally, this newsletter, although long, contains a lot of very helpful information, please keep it safe so that you can refer 
back to it during the year. 

Mrs Anderson 

Headteacher 

                             

Dates for your diary 

Littlehaven Infant School 
Fri. 4th October, 9am - Harvest Assembly with Fr Russell—parents/carers welcome 
Mon. 21st October, 4– 7.30pm - Parent Consultations for Years 1/2 
Wed. 23rd October, 3.30 - 6pm - Parent Consultations for Years 1/2  

Northolmes Junior School 
Fri. 4th October, am - Harvest Assembly with Fr Russell (NH children only) 
Mon. 21st October - Fri. 25th October - Year 6 Isle of Wight Residential Trip 
Tues. 22nd October, 9am - Curie Class Assembly 
Tuesday 5th November, 4pm-6.30pm Parent Consultations for Years 3-6 
Wednesday 6th November, 4pm- 8pm Parent Consultations for Years 3-6 
 

Open afternoon/evening for parents who will be new to the schools for  

September 2020 

There will be an opportunity for our current Year 2 parents to visit and find out about 
Northolmes Junior School and for parents of any children due to start Reception  
in September 2020 to find out about Littlehaven Infant School: 
 
Thursday 17th October     9.15 am at Littlehaven Infant School 
                                               11.00 am at Northolmes Junior School 
Tuesday 22nd October      5.30pm at Littlehaven Infant School 
                                               7.00pm at Northolmes Junior School 
 



Thank you to the parents who are in school helping with reading, swimming etc. 

Have you got some spare time or hidden talents you would like to share?  

If so please come along to our parent volunteer meeting and find out more! We are looking for  
volunteers who are able to help regularly in school. 
If you have previously helped and would like to continue or if you are pondering the idea then please come along to our 
meeting for parent volunteers. Attendance at one of these meetings will enable you to work within your child’s year 
group and even if you have attended before please come along to refresh your knowledge. We look forward to seeing 
you at one of the meetings.  Our parent volunteer meetings are taking place at:  
Littlehaven –  Monday 23rd September at 2.30pm  
Northolmes— Friday 27th September at 9 am             You can attend either meeting.  
 

 

 

 

 Is your household income less than £16,190 pa and are you on certain benefits? 

If so your child may be entitled to the pupil premium grant. This is an annual payment made to your child’s 
school for each year of your child’s schooling, even if your income changes once they initially qualify.  The 

grant, currently about £1,320 per year, will be used by the school to improve your child’s reading, writing and maths and 
to subsidise trips, so it is really important that you apply. 
 

For more information, please speak to a member of the office staff either at Littlehaven or Northolmes who will be very 
happy to advise and help.  

    Some pleas—I  am hoping a cute picture may persuade you! 

      Have your contact details changed? 

If you change your address, email address or telephone number (including mobile number), it is important 
that you advise the school office so that our records can be updated accordingly. 

Late arrivals 

Your child should be in school every day and on time (in the playground ready to go into school at 8.50am). If your child is 
late they must be signed in by an adult at Littlehaven.  At Northolmes, your child is expected to sign in themselves but you 
are of course welcome to help them with this. If you are struggling to get your child to school please let us know so that 
we can help. 

Morning snack and no nut policy   

We  have a number of children with different allergies, the most serious being a nut allergy which can be life  
threatening. Therefore we ask that you do not include nuts in either lunchboxes or mid-morning snacks. This of course 
includes spreads such as Nutella and peanut butter, snack bars and biscuits with nuts in them etc. 

We would also remind you that packed lunches should not include sweets or fizzy drinks. 

 Thank you. 

Water bottles and lunch time drink  

Don’t forget that your child needs to drink plenty of water throughout the day as it aids concentration and 
brain power! Please send in a ‘sports top’ style bottle which can be refilled with water at school and will 
stay in class. These water bottles should only contain water, not juice or squash.  Thank you.  

Attendance 
 
Good attendance is key to academic achievement and social development. Research continually shows that 
poor attendance at primary school is linked to underachievement, social difficulties, increased anxiety and 
ultimately impacts on life chances. Punctuality is also extremely important as being on time sets the children up well for 
the day and helps them to develop good life habits. 
 
Please make sure every day counts for your child. They need to be in school every day, on time and ready to learn.   
Well done to all those children who have been in school every day so far this term! 



 Information for Littlehaven 

Need some advice? 

Children do not come with a manual and we all struggle at times.  We are always here to 
offer advice and support but we also have Mrs Rayner, our Learning Mentor, who is available 
to offer advice or chat through anything which may be troubling you. It could be that you want some            
parenting advice or it could be that you have had ‘one of those mornings.’ Sometimes just talking through 
something with someone who understands, helps!  

Clothing  

As you can appreciate, lots of children have new uniform. Please ensure that all items of clothing 
are named (first name and surname) so that all items can be returned to their owner. Also it would 
be very helpful if the school waterproof fleeces had a clear and visible means of identification as the 
children can get very confused and cannot find their own. 

We have a range of good quality secondhand uniform available. This is a service run by our   
Greenfields Parent Association. Please contact school for further information. 

Change of clothes needed 

We always need items for those little accidents that sometimes happen, especially items of underwear. If your 
child has outgrown any and you can donate them to the school please leave them with the 
school office. 

Wellies  

We like all children to have wellies in school so they can use them during break times and    
outdoor learning. Please can you ensure your child has a named pair of wellies in school. If this 

is a problem please let your child’s class teacher know.  We would appreciate donations of any outgrown    
wellies too. 

Wet Weather   
In the event of wet weather, staff will open the doors at 8.45 am so you can come into class before the bell.    
Please remain with your child until the bell rings as the staff are likely to be busy preparing the children’s      
activities for the day.   

Headlice!  

Yes we all hate the subject but contrary to popular belief headlice do not originate from school!  
We know how frustrating it is when you are continually treating your child’s hair but they are still 
catching them!  Headlice are easily prevented if everyone follows some simple rules so... 
1. Please always check your child’s hair at the weekend and as soon as you get notification that headlice are 
present in your child’s class. Please treat your child’s hair before they return to school (bring them into school 
straight after treatment). 
2. As soon as you spot headlice, let the school know and we will send out a letter. 
3. Hair which is shoulder length and longer should always be tied up. 

Absence from school due to illness 
Please ring the school office on the first day of absence between 8.30 and 9.15am.  If you are sent a letter 
asking to confirm the reason for your child’s absence you must complete the slip and return it to school with 
a reason, otherwise your child’s absence will be unauthorised and this could result in a Fixed Penalty Notice. 
Other absences 
For absences other than illness you should ask the school office for a “Leave of Absence in Exceptional       
Circumstances” form, which should be completed and returned to school before the planned absence.   
Please note that unauthorised absences may result in a Fixed Penalty Notice. 



 Information for Northolmes 

Voluntary one way system at Northolmes 

After some initial teething problems, our voluntary one way system is making arriving and going home 
from school much safer for our children at Northolmes, thank you. 
As the weather worsens, the grass verges will become muddier and more difficult to navigate and so it 

is even more crucial that our parents do not park up on the grass verges in the surrounding roads. 
Just  a reminder that our drop off zone starts before the keep clear signs.  Please do not use the keep clear area and 
layby to drop off.  We always have staff outside school at the start of the day to enable you to drop off and go and 
staff will ensure your child goes into school safely.  
Please be aware that the parking restrictions are in force and we have been told they will be policed by Traffic             
Enforcement Officers.  

 

Polite notice 

 
 

Drop off letter box 
Just inside the entrance to school we operate a drop off box for posting anything which needs returning to the school 
office which we hope will save you from having to come into the school to drop things off.  
 
 

Trim Trail 
Please could all parents help us by ensuring children do not use the trim trail equipment before and after school.  
Please also keep your little ones with you to keep them safe. No child should be using the trim trail even with their 
adult supervising as our insurance does not cover should an injury occur. 
 
 

School Gate  
I have noticed there is a bit of a bottleneck by the our school gate during pick-up at Northolmes which will reduce as 
the term goes on.  You are very welcome to meet your child on the school playground which will hopefully alleviate 
the congestion but please do not block the gate. Can I please ask that you ensure that your younger children do not 
climb on the gates whilst waiting for these to be open at the end of the school day. This is becoming an increasing  
issue and is not safe for the children.  
 
Headlice 
Please see note on the Littlehaven information page. 
 
 

Thank you for your support and cooperation in these matters. 

Uniform  

Its lovely to see all pupils back at school looking smart in their school uniform.  Like you, we constantly remind the 
children to take responsibility for their clothing but some children find this easier than others! 
If all items of clothing are named (first name and surname) we stand half a chance at reuniting ‘lost’ property with 
their rightful owner. Please make sure your child has their PE kit (named of course) in school for the whole week, it 
should contain a  separate pair of black trainers.  On PE days children should come to school with no jewellery and 
earrings should be removed.   
In line with West Sussex guidance we have a no earring policy for PE. Please ensure that all jewellery is removed and 
that your child can remove their own earrings should they need to. We will no longer be supplying tape to cover     
earrings as guidance advises against this practise. 
We have a range of good quality second hand uniform available. This is a service run by our wonderful Greenfields   
Parent Association. Please have a look on their Facebook page or contact school for further information. 


