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As we reach the end of term, I 

wanted to let you know how much 

your patience, understanding and 

goodwill are valued by myself and 

my team. This term has been a hard 

one for everyone – we have been 

told we have all returned to ‘normal’ 

and yet this term has seen the highest 

number of children and staff off with 

COVID since the pandemic began.  

We really appreciate your support as 

we have had to change and adapt 

plans along the way.   

That being said, we have achieved a 

great deal this term: everyone had 

the chance to have a parent 

consultation with the teachers; we 

were able to show prospective 

parents around our school in person; 

Year 5/6 enjoyed a day of samba 

music; Year 3/4 enjoyed trips to 

Leechpool Woods to name just a 

few.  

We have also been able to enjoy the 

nativity play that our Reception 
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children (ably supported by their 

Year 1/2 friends) have produced 

and recorded.  It really was a 

beautiful reminder of the true story 

of Christmas. If you have not yet 

seen it, you can find it on the 

Reception class page of our 

Littlehaven website.   

All of this wouldn’t have been 

possible without my amazing staff 

and governors who have shown 

such resilience and positivity 

throughout this term.  

I hope that those of you who were 

able to join us this morning 

enjoyed our KS2 Christmas service. 

For those of you who were busy at 

work the link has been shared for 

you to enjoy at a later date.   

We are, again, in uncertain times 

in this pandemic.  However, I hope 

that you are able to spend some 

quality family time together over 

the next few weeks.   

Finally, on behalf of my team and 

myself, I would like to wish you all a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year.     

                         

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Last month, saw us raising money 

for both the BBC Children in Need 

Appeal and the British Legion’s 

Poppy Appeal.  We have 

received letters of thanks from 

both organisations for the money 

we raised.  

I’m delighted to say that across 

the schools we raised £315 for 

Children in Need and £292.10 for 

the Poppy appeal.   



     

Our topic this term has been ‘A Walk in 
the Woods’, where we have had lots of 
outdoor learning experiences such as 
trips to Leechpool Woods, fire building 
and making bug hotels and bird feeders. 
 
Our art work has also been focused 
around nature, with our focus on the 
artists Andy Goldsworthy and his 
ephemeral sculptures as well as Georgia 
O’Keefe and her realistic yet abstract 
flowers. 
 
This term, we have been looking at 
electric circuits in Science and then 
paired this with the coding we have 
been doing in ICT. This culminated in 
our DT project using Crumble 
Controllers to create a trap to catch 
Santa. 
 
We have introduced our year 3 children 
to The Write Stuff approaches with the 
support of the Year 4s. They have 
written some great instruction on how 
to catch a character from a fairytale, a 
setting description for both a positive 
and negative scene and finally a 
narrative based on The Snowman. Our 
new approach focuses on the 
importance of our vocabulary choices 
and using interesting sentence 
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structures to engage and excite the 
reader. 
 
Maths has been focused on place value 
and addition/subtraction. Discussions at 
home to show Maths in real life will 
support your child’s understanding and 
recall. Grab any opportunity you can, such 
as encouraging your child to tell you how 
much things will cost while shopping, 
weighing out things while cooking and a 
very important one… telling the time! 
 

 

 

The children at Northolmes spent 

some time last week looking at what 

was happening in Glasgow at the 

COP-26 conference.  They discussed 

how their actions can make an 

impact on the environment around us.  

Then every child make a promise 

about how they were going to make 

a change to be more environmentally 

friendly.   

School Safeguarding 

Team  

 

If you are worried about 

something that your own, 

or another child has told 

you, or you think that 

they may be at risk of 

harm, please contact 

our Designated 

Safeguarding team: 

 

Mrs Anderson  

(Lead)  

 

Mrs Saunderson  

(Deputy)  

 

Miss Woodland  

(Deputy) 

 

Mrs Geoghegan 

(Deputy)  
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I’m pleased to share with you the Spring training 

programme from Reaching Families. Please see 

below for details of their training workshops up 

until half term and their two very popular training 

courses - Making Sense of it All Foundation Course 

and Making Sense of Wellbeing. For more 

details and to book a free place on any of the 

workshops or courses listed, visit the Eventbrite 

page by clicking on the link for each event.  

 

TRAINING WORKSHOPS 

 

Understanding Autism in Girls 

Learn about the ways Autism presents differently 

in girls and how it can impact your daughter in 

the home, school and wider community. Exploring 

strategies to support your child and sharing 

information on local resources that are available 

to you. Wednesday 19th January 10.30am via 

Zoom  

 

Understanding Demand Avoidance 

This session aims to help parents and carers by 

expanding their understanding of demand 

avoidance, the reasons behind the behaviour 

and providing relevant strategies for a child that 

has a demand avoidant profile.  Monday 

24th January 7.30pm via Zoom 

 

Making Sense of Anxiety 

An introduction to understanding anxiety in 

primary aged children, ways to support them, and 

tips for looking after yourself along the way. 

Tuesday 25th January 10.30am via Zoom 

 

Making Sense of Challenging Behaviour (Age 2-

11years) 

Workshop aimed at parents and carers of children 

aged 2-11 years, exploring ways to respond to 

your child so that positive behaviour is 

encouraged and challenging behaviour is 

reduced.  Wednesday 2nd February 10.30am 

via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding ADHD 

This workshop will help parents and carers to 

understand ADHD and the impact it has on their 

child's relationships, behaviour and day-to-day life. 

Exploring strategies to support your child and 

sharing information on local resources that are 

available to you. Thursday 10th February 10.30am 

via Zoom 

 

Understanding Autism 

This workshop will help parents and carers to 

understand Autism and social communication 

difficulties and the impact it has on their child's 

relationships, behaviour and day-to-day life. 

Exploring strategies to support your child and 

sharing information on local resources that are 

available to you. Wednesday 16th February 

10.30am via Zoom  

 

TRAINING COURSES  

 

Making Sense of It All - Foundation Course 

This course has been designed to provide an 

introduction to all the key issues and challenges 

common to parents and carers.  It aims to 

empower parents of children who are undergoing 

or have recently undergone diagnosis but it will be 

helpful to any parents who would like to learn 

more about how SEND processes work.  

To book a place on one of the courses, please 

click on the relevant dates below. 

 

 

Making Sense of Wellbeing  

This twelve session course includes a blend of 

wellbeing and mindfulness workshops and is 

designed to help you enhance your relationship 

with your child with SEND, build resilience, reduce 

stress and help you to relax.  Each session can be 

attended as a stand-alone but we would 

encourage you to attend the whole course if able 

to.  

 

If you would like more information about any of 

their services, please don’t hesitate to get in touch 

with them at admin@reachingfamilies.org.uk 

 

Their website is 

https://www.reachingfamilies.org.uk  

 

 

https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=7e26e1eb35&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=7e26e1eb35&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=4c1101ccb2&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=4c1101ccb2&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=5ed5c42235&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=90a693bfb3&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=90a693bfb3&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=ff1f215a77&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=ff1f215a77&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=6a4ff1e367&e=7fbd8a984e
https://reachingfamilies.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d0f50080c8cf93f9b3122d0c&id=6a4ff1e367&e=7fbd8a984e
mailto:admin@reachingfamilies.org.uk
https://www.reachingfamilies.org.uk/
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Christmas Celebrations   

Christmas has definitely been in the air at 

both schools this month.  We started with 

a bang with a visit to Littlehaven by 

Santa.  He managed to visit every class 

and left a little gift for everyone to enjoy.   

Both schools enjoyed their Christmas 

lunches this week.  Thank you to the staff 

who joined in with the fun and to the PTA 

for providing the crackers.   

The classes at Littlehaven also enjoyed 

their Christmas parties this week.   

A number of Christmas crafts and 

activities have taken place in class from 

Christmas baking to salt dough 

decorations and Christmas cards.  

Hopefully this will all make it home safely!   

 

 



 
 
  

At Littlehaven we say good bye to Mr 

Richard Linfield who has been our care 

taker at Littlehaven since 2007. At 80 

years young, Mr Linfield has decided it’s 

time to take things a little easier and who 

can blame him. On behalf of the school 

community, I would like to thank Mr 

Linfield for all his hard work and 

dedication to the school and wish him a 

very happy retirement, he will be sorely 

missed. 
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Safeguarding      

Christmas is often a time when children 

receive new or updated technology.  With so 

many devices now allowing children to 

connect online you may need some support 

in knowing how to keep them safe online.  The 

following information is from the NSPCC:  

 

The online world gives us access to a huge 

amount of information and services, but the 

scale of information available also means that 

there is content that is inappropriate for 

children. What is or isn’t appropriate is up to 

individual parents and carers to decide, and 

could be based on things like age, ability, 

beliefs and family values. 

 

Parental controls allow you to block and filter 

upsetting or inappropriate content. They work 

across your WiFi, phone network, individual 

apps and devices. 

Parental controls can help you to: 

 plan what time of day your child can go 

online and how long for 

 create content filters to block apps that 

may have inappropriate content 

 manage the content different family 

members can see. 

Whilst parental controls are a helpful tool there 

are limitations. So they shouldn’t be seen as a 

whole solution. Even if you’ve put things in 

place on your home broadband and your 

child’s device, they won’t help if your child 

connects to a different WiFi with no controls in 

place. 

Parental controls are just part of the way you 

can help keep your child safe online. 

More top tips include: 

 Talking to your child. Explain why you are 

setting parental controls; to keep them 

safe. But also let them know that they 

can talk to you to discuss why certain 

settings are in place. 

 Set good, strong passwords where you 

are able. On some parental controls you 

can set a password which prevents 

settings and features from being 

changed. 

 Age is a significant factor; as children 

get older, restrictions and controls you 

use will change, but only at a pace that 

is appropriate for your child, not pressure 

from your child “because everyone else 

is allowed”. 

 Content filters are never 100% effective, 

it is likely at some point that your child will 

see inappropriate or upsetting content 

and it is important that you are able 

to talk to them about this. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety/parental-
controls/ 

 

 

 

 

Retirement and Goodbye    

We are also saying goodbye to Miss 

Wilkinson who has been Woodpecker’s 

class teacher whilst Miss Day has been 
unwell. We would like thank her and wish 

her all the very best for the future. 

 

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/


 

Northolmes Junior School 

01403 261822 

office@northolmesjunior.school 
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Please remember that hair that comes 

below the shoulders should be tied 

back every day.  Any bands or slides 

should be in neutral colours and large 

bows etc. should be avoided.  

 

All children need a warm, waterproof 

coat with them every day – we are 

outside at lunchtime for over half an 

hour.  

 

Please take the Christmas break to 

ensure that all items that come into 

school are named.  We end up with so 

many jumpers that we can’t reunite 

with their owners as they are not 

named (or have an old name in them).  

 

As normal for this time of year we are 

seeing an increase in colds and 

sickness.  If your child is sick or has an 

episode of diarrhea then they must 

remain at home for 48 hours after the 

last episode of sickness or diarrhea.   

Reminders   

 

If any of your emergency contact 

numbers have changed, please email 

the school offices with these changes 

so that we can ensure our records are 

up-to-date.   

 

At Northolmes, on PE days, our uniform 

is plain black or navy bottoms, school 

jumper or cardigan and a plain house 

colour PE t-shirt (if it is not a school t-shirt 

then this must be a completely plain t-

shirt with no logos or images).   

 

At Northolmes – if your child is attending 

an after school club they should be in 

school uniform during the day and 

bring a change of clothes for after 

school.  

 

Jewellery, apart from small stud earrings 

and a small watch are not allowed to 

be worn in school.   

 

 

 

Friday 17th December Last Day of Term for Christmas holidays 

 

Tuesday 4th January  INSET DAY  

Wednesday 5th January Term starts  

 

21st – 25th February  Half Term 

28th February INSET DAY  

 

8th April  Last Day of Term for Easter holidays 

25th April  Term Starts 

 

30th May – 3rd June  Half Term  

6th June  INSET day  

 

21st July  Term ends  

 

 

 

Key Dates  

 

Littlehaven Infant School 

01403 260608 

office@littlehaveninfant.school 
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